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Study of the Genre: Shorter Narrative Forms

Learning Objectives:
e Study of various shorter narrative forms such as legends, chronicles, novellas, fable,
fabliaux, fairy tales, conte, conte fantastique, microstories, flash narratives etc.
e To introduce the students to the historical evolution of these genres.
e To equip students with basic tools for narratological analysis

Learning Outcomes:
The Learning Outcomes of this course are as follows:
e Students can identify formal and thematic characteristics of various shorter narrative
forms.
o Students can analyse the works of leading writers of these forms and their specificities.
e Students develop an understanding of the evolution of these genres across various
centuries up to the contemporary period

Syllabus:

UNIT1 11 Hours

An introduction to Narratological Theories

Characteristics of Shorter Narrative forms of the Medieval period: legends,
chronicles, fabliaux, lais etc.

Suggested authors: Marie de France, Rutebeuf

UNIT I 11 Hours

Study and analysis of shorter narrative texts from the Renaissance period
Suggested authors: Courtebarbe, Marguerite de Navarre etc.

Study and analysis of shorter narrative texts from the XVII Century
Suggested authors: Jean de La Fontaine, Charles Perrault, Mme de La Fayette,
Mme d’Aulnoy etc.

UNIT 111 11 Hours

Study and analysis of shorter narrative forms from the XVIII Century
Suggested authors: Voltaire, Diderot, Marmontel, Cazotte etc.

Study and analysis of shorter narrative texts from the XIX Century
Suggested authors: Guy de Maupassant, Gustave Flaubert, Charles Nodier,
Alphonse Daudet, Théophile Gautier, E.T.A. Hoffmann, Emile Zola




UNIT IV 12 Hours

Study and analysis of shorter narrative texts from the XX-XXI Centuries
Suggested authors: Marcel Aymé, Marguerite Yourcenar, Georges-Olivier
Chateaureynaud, Daniel Boulanger, Romain Gary, Anna Gavalda, Monique
Proulx, Scholastique Mukasonga, Fatou Diome J.M.G. Le Clezio, etc.

Practical component (if any) — NIL
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Evaluation: The Internal assessment consists of marks secured in class tests, assignments/
presentations and attendance.

The Continuous assessment will comprise of tutorials and attendance. Some of the activities
that may be done as component of tutorials are as follows:.

Assignments/Presentations.

Literature review

Book review

Project activity (group)

Research cum presentation

Creative Writing/Term Paper writing

Group discussion

Note: Examination scheme and mode shall be as prescribed by the Examination
Branch, University of Delhi, from time to time.




